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UNCLAS BAMAKO 0655 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, FR, ML 

SUBJECT: FRENCH PRESIDENT S VISIT TO MALI 

REF: A) BAMAKO 0557 (NOTAL); B) BAMAKO 0591 (NOTAL) 

1 . VALERY GISCARD DESTAING ARRIVED FEBRUARY 13 TO BEGIN 
FIRST STATE VISIT TO MALI BY FRENCH PRESIDENT SINCE 
INDEPENDENCE. AFTER COLORFUL CEREMONEY AND BRIEF PRESS 
CONFERENCE AT AIRPORT. GISCARD AND MALIAN PRESIDENT 
MOUSSA TRAORE RODE SLOWLY INTO TOWN IN OPEN CAR TO 
GENUINELY FRIENDLY, APPLAUDING CROWDS. MOOD WAS 
FESTIVE. THERE WERE NO STUDENT ANTI-GOVERNMENT 
DEMONSTRATIONS. (REF B) AMERICAN FLAG ON AMBASSADOR'S 
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CAR, NO. 37 IN LONG PROCESSION, WAS SALUTED 
AND CHEERED REPEATEDLY ALONG THE WAY. SOVIET CHARGE 
IN CAR JUST AHEAD DREW NO RESPONSE. TWO PRESIDENTS 
HELD THEIR FIRST MEETING THAT EVENING. 

2. FOLLOWING DAY GISCARD AND TRAORE FLEW TO TIMBUKTU 
FOR TOUR OF CITY. BACK IN BAMAKO THAT EVENINGS, 
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GISCARD ATTENDED MASSIVE RECEPTION FOR FRENCH COMMUNITY, 
PRIVATE DINNER WITH PRESIDENT TRAORE, AND GALA RECEPTION 
AT PRESIDENTIAL PALACE FOR MALIAN NOTABLES AND DIPLOMATIC 
CORPS WHICH FEATURED FIRE WORKS, DANCING BY DOGONS AND 
NATIONAL TROUPE IUST RETURNED FROM FESTAC, AND EXHIBITIONS 
OF MALIAN HAIR-STYLES AND HAUTE COUTURE. 

3. THIS LAST RECEPTION WAS VENUE FOR TWO PRESIDENTS' 

FORMAL ADDRESSES. TRAORE WENT OVER GENERAL GROUND 
OF MALIAN POLICY AND TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO STATE THAT 
THOSE WHO IN YEARS AFTER INDEPENDENCE HAD GAINED 
IMPRESSION THAT MALI WAS HOSTILE TO WEST AND THEREFORE 
TO FRANCE WERE MISTAKEN. MAIN POINTS OF GISCARD'S 
RESPONSE WERE THAT FRANCE CONDEMNED MINORITY 
REGIME IN RHODESIA AND APARTHEID IN SOUTH AFRICA; 

THAT FRANCE HENCEFORTH WOULD NOT SELL ARMS TO 
PRETORIA; AND THAT FRANCE WOULD FINANCE AND UNDERTAKE 
MAIOR MINERAL EXPLORATION PROJECT IN MALI. THESE 
STATEMENTS WERE GREETED WITH LOUD APPLAUSE. 

4. AT DEPARTURE PRESS CONFERENCE FEBRUARY 15, 

GISCARD SAID NEW FRAN CO-MALIAN MONETARY ACCORDS 
WOULD BE CONCLUDED TOWARD MIDDLE OF APRIL. FIRST 
MEETING WOULD TAKE PLACE IN MARCH AND SECOND IN EARLY 
APRIL. FRANCE WOULD, HE SAID, CONTINUE TO COVER 
MALI'S BUDGET DEFICIT. HE DISCLAIMED DIRECT INTEREST 

IN STATE ENTERPRISES BUT REITERATED FRANCE’S DESIRE 
TO PROVIDE "TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE" IN ORDER TO IMPROVE 
THEIR PERFORMANCE. 
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5. VISIT WAS CLEARLY SEEN AS SUCCESSFUL BY BOTH 
SIDES. FURTHER COMMENT WILL FOLLOW SEPTEL AFTER 
SCHEDULED TALKS WITH MALIAN AND FRENCH OFFICALS. 
BYRNE 
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